
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a
time-tested approach to faith formation. It
feeds the deepest needs of children, allowing
each one to get to know God personally.
 
In a retreat-like atmosphere, through the use
of special materials designed just for them,
children hear the Word proclaimed and grow
in their relationship with God.
 
The most essential treasures of the Christian
faith, from scripture and liturgy, touch the
heart of each child and lead to deep
contemplation, prayer, and joy.

CATECHESIS OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

W H A T  I F  E V E R Y  C H I L D  C O U L D  H A V E  T I M E  A N D  S P A C E
S P E C I A L L Y  S E T  A S I D E  F O R  A N  E N C O U N T E R  W I T H
C H R I S T ?

Montessori Faith Formation for children 
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CATECHESIS OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

L E V E L  2  (  S T A R T I N G  A T  6  Y E A R S  O L D )

A s  c h i l d r e n  m o v e  i n t o  L e v e l  2 ,  f i r m  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h
G o d ,  t h e y  w o n d e r  . . .  W h a t  i s  G o d ’ s  p l a n ?  W h a t  i s  m y  r o l e  i n  G o d ’ s
p l a n ?  

T h e y  h e a r  a b o u t  G o d ’ s  P l a n  o f  S a l v a t i o n  a s  s h o w n  t o  u s  i n  t h e  B i b l e
T h e y  c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e  g i f t s  t h a t  h u m a n  b e i n g s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  G o d
t h r o u g h  t i m e .  
 T h e y  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  m o r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p a r a b l e s  J e s u s
t o l d  o f  m e r c y  a n d  j u s t i c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  m o r a l  g u i d e l i n e s  
T h e y  d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  G o d ’ s  p l a n  a n d  t h e i r  o w n  p l a c e  i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  o f  b e l i e v e r s  -  t h e  c h u r c h
T h e y  a c q u i r e  t h e  t o o l s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  ( B i b l e )
a n d  t h e  p r a y e r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  r i t e s  o f  E u c h a r i s t ,  B a p t i s m  a n d
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n .

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  

L E V E L  1  ( 3 - 6  Y E A R S  O L D )

I n  t h e  L e v e l  1  A t r i u m ,  ‘ G o o d  S h e p h e r d ’  c a t e c h e s i s ,  c h i l d r e n
d i s c o v e r . . .  G o d  i s  l o v e ,  J e s u s  i s  r i s e n ,  a n d  w e  a r e  H i s  s h e e p .

C h i l d r e n  e n j o y
b i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t s  o f
e v e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e
b i r t h  o f  J e s u s  a n d  t h e
L a s t  S u p p e r ,  t o
p r o c l a i m  t h a t  J e s u s
w a s  a  r e a l  p e r s o n  w h o
l i v e d  i n  a  s p e c i f i c
p l a c e  i n  t i m e .

C h i l d r e n  e n c o u n t e r
e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  l i t u r g y ,
t o  e n c o u r a g e
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d
t h o u g h t f u l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .
C h i l d r e n  p a r t a k e  o f
p r a y e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,
a l o n e  a n d  i n  c o m m u n i t y ,
f o r  e n j o y m e n t  o f  G o d ' s
g i f t s .

T h e y  c o n t e m p l a t e
p a r a b l e s  t h a t  a l l o w
t h e m  t o  p o n d e r  t h e
m y s t e r y  o f  K i n g d o m  o f
G o d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
c a l l  t o  j o y f u l
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h
J e s u s ,  t h e  G o o d
S h e p h e r d  .

Montessori Faith Formation for children 



IMMACULATE CGS TEAM 

B.Ed. Elementary Special Ed. Major
25+ years teaching
CGS Level 1 , Level 2, Level 3 Catechist
Memberships: Canadian and USA CGS Association

Ruth Ann McClure, CGS Catechist

Maura Baklinski, Administrator 613-756-3564                                             
*Volunteers are welcome and needed!

“ T H E  P R E P A R E D  E N V I R O N M E N T  I S
C A L L E D  T H E  ‘ A T R I U M ’ . . .

I T  I S  A  P L A C E  O F  S P I R I T U A L  R E T R E A T …
I N  W H I C H  W O R K  E A S I L Y  B E C O M E S

P R A Y E R …
A  P L A C E  O F  W O R S H I P  W H E R E  C H I L D R E N

A N D  A D U L T S
C E L E B R A T E  T H E  W O R D  T O G E T H E R ”  

 
-  S o f i a  C a v a l l e t t i ,  “ C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e

G o o d  S h e p h e r d  C a t e c h e s i s ”

THE ATRIUM 

the Bible,
Prayer, and 
the Liturgy,

Life in the Church
Mysteries of the Incarnation
Mystery of Time
Prophecies and Infancy Narratives
Mysteries of the Kingdom of God (parables)
The Paschal Mystery
The Eucharist Gestures
Sacraments

An atrium is sacred space.
It is set apart for children so that they may grow
in their relationship with God.
The environment is specially prepared to
nurture young children in the Christian faith.
It is less of a classroom and more of a place of
communal contemplation and worship.

Sensory materials are based on the three pillars
of our Christian faith:

and introduces the eight categories of our faith:
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F e e  $ 1 5 0  p e r  c h i l d
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